
Flow chart of intentionality in different experiences 
 

Intending Emptily Fulfilled Identity 
Act Empty intending 

Signitive act 
Intuitive fulfilling 
Intuitive act 
Originarily intuited 

Identifying 
Bringing-in-coincidence 
Experience of self-
sameness; Evidence 

Object Absent; futural Present in the present Unity of time 
Interplay of retention 
and protention  

Example 
(Simple intuition) 

'Mean' sheep See sheep Stabilized, sedimented 
perception of sheep 

Example 
(Categorial 
intuition) 

'Mean' car is 
scratched 

See car is scratched Stabilized perception of 
scratched car 

Philosophy 
(Phenomenological 
intuition) 

Phenomenological 
propositions 
 

Phenomenological 
seeing 
Eidetic intuition 
 

Essences 
Essential structures 
Trans-temporally 
enduring within a unit of 
time 

Philosophy 
(Existential 
intuition) 

Formal indications 
Non-theoretical 
concepts 

Event of appropriation 
Vitally lived experience 
of experience  

Being of Truth; Truth of 
Being 

Theology 
(Explanatory 
intuition) 

Explanatory dogma(s) 
re-presented through 
apologetics 

Leap of faith after being 
'taken in' by apologetics 

Belief; holding-for-true 
Strong enough to 
withstand refutations 
and contradictions 

Faith 
(Heidegger) 

Questioning what is 
ownmost to faith 
(holding-for-true) 
from within what is 
ownmost to truth 

Letting what is 
ownmost to truth hold 
sway 

Holding-oneself-in-truth 
through originary 
questioning 

Faith 
(Tillich) 

The appeal of the 
Unconditioned 
appearing through 
rituals, symbols, 
formulas, behaviour 

Centered act of the total 
personality 
Being grasped by the 
power of ultimate 
concern  

Ultimate concern for the 
Unconditioned through 
one's chosen faith 

Science 
(Explanatory 
intuition) 

Hypothesis 
Plausible model 
Provisional theory 

Gestalt-switch / 
conversion after 
experiment(s) deduced 
from model 

Law; fittest model, 
surviving attempted 
refutations and 
promising new venues 

Scholasticism Intellectus Res Veritas: adaequatio rei 
et intellectus 

Hermeneutic 
experience 
(Gadamer) 

Fore-understanding of 
text grounded in one's 
horizon 

Ongoing revision of 
one's fore-
understandings through 
Q&A and trial & error 
through reading 

Emerging unity of 
coherence of meaning 
Fusion of horizons of 
reader and text 


