
From Renaissance Hermeticism to the New Age 
 
 
 
    

Occultism & 
Spiritualism 
(19th cent) 

Luther 

New Age (sensu stricto) 1970s 
Spangler,  

 
New Age (sensu lato) 1980s 

Ferguson,  

Counterculture 
(1960-1975) 

Esalen (1962) 
Michael Murphy 

Findhorn (1962) 
David Spangler 

Occultist UFO-cults 
(1950s) 

Traditional Esotericism:  
Renaissance Hermeticism & 

Neo-Platonism 
(15th & 16th cent.) 

Romanticism & 
German Idealism 

(19th cent.) 

American 
Transcendentalism 

(19th cent.) 

Hinduism & 
Buddhism 

Gnosticism 

Theosophy 
H.P. Blavatsky 

(1875) 

Neo-Theosophy 
Anthroposophy 

Alice Bailey 
(Early 20th cent.) 

C.G. Jung & 
Transpersonal 
Psychology 

New Science II 
Einstein, Bohm 

Beatnik (1950s) 
Kerouac, Ginsberg 

Frankfurter Schule 
Marcuse, Fromm 

(1930s) 

Psychedelics 
Leary, Huxley 

Counter- 
Enlightenment Reformist 

“Spiritualism” 

New Science I 
Descartes, Newton 

Enlightenment 


